
O
P

E
N

  
  
 A

C
C

E
S

S
 J

O
U

R
N

A
L

S
  

 Indiana Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Abbriviate Tittle- Ind J Human Soc Sci 

ISSN (Online)- 2582-8630 
Journal Homepage Link- https://indianapublications.com/journal/IJHSS 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10417039  

 

 

*Corresponding Author: Mustapha Kulungu 1 

 

INDIANA PUBLICATIONS
PRODUCTIVE AND QUALITY RESEARCH 

  Research Article  Volume-04|Issue-12|2023 
 

NAVIGATING CHINA'S SOFT POWER IN AFRICA: A COMPLEX 

GEOPOLITICAL CHALLENGE FOR U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY 
 

Mustapha Kulungu 
 

ILM Foundation Research Institute of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, United States 

 

Article History 
Received: 25.11.2023 

Accepted: 05.12.2023 

Published: 20.12.2023 
 

Citation 
Kulungu, M. (2023). Navigating 
China's Soft Power In Africa: A 

Complex Geopolitical Challenge 

For U.S. National 
Security. Indiana Journal of 

Humanities and Social 

Sciences, 4(12), 1-17. 

Abstract: The complexity and challenges of navigating China's soft power initiatives in Africa and their impact on 

U.S. national security cannot be overstated. Nonetheless, this study takes a unique historical analysis approach to 

gain a deeper understanding of the issue. By comprehensively examining the historical context of China's 
engagement with African nations and analyzing the critical factors that have contributed to China's success in the 

region, this study offers an opportunity to comprehend better the challenges that the United States faces. The 

historical analysis approach used in this study provides a comprehensive framework for exploring the complexities 
of this issue. It offers insight into how the United States can effectively respond to China's growing influence in 

Africa. The goal of this study is to foster constructive dialogue and cooperation between the United States and 

African nations in addressing this issue. The historical analysis approach used in this study provides a comprehensive 
framework for exploring the complexities of this issue. With a realistic perspective and a diplomatic tone, the study 

aims to encourage the U.S. and African countries to work together toward a more comprehensive understanding and 

effective resolution of this complex geopolitical challenge. Together, we can constructively address this issue and 
develop a more robust collaboration that equally benefits all stakeholders. 

Keywords: soft power, China’s influence in Africa, national security, China’s investment in Africa, US response to 

China. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The United States has a long history of 

engagement with Africa, but over the past few decades, 

it has largely abandoned its use of soft power in the 

region. This has created a vacuum filled by China, which 

has invested heavily in infrastructures, cultural 

exchanges, media, and education programs in Africa, 

promoting its language, culture, and values. The U.S. has 

shifted its focus to other world regions, such as Asia and 

the Middle East. According to a report by the 

Congressional Research Service, the U.S. has shifted its 

focus to other regions due to the changing global 

landscape and the need to address new challenges and 

opportunities (Blanchard, 2019). This has resulted in a 

decrease in U.S. engagement in Africa, including a 

reduction in aid and diplomatic efforts. 

 

The U.S. has shifted its focus to security issues 

in Africa, such as counterterrorism and stability 

operations. According to a report by the United States 

Institute of Peace, security concerns have become a top 

priority for U.S. engagement in Africa (United States 

Institute of Peace, 2020). This has led to an increased 

focus on military engagement and security assistance 

rather than traditional soft power tools such as public 

diplomacy and cultural exchanges. The U.S. has shifted 

its focus on using soft power in Africa due to a 

combination of factors, including a shift in focus to other 

regions, China's growing influence in Africa, and 

security concerns in the region. The U.S. will need to 

continue to evolve its approach to soft power in Africa to 

promote its interests and compete with China in the 

region. 

 

During the Cold War era, the U.S. focused on 

building strong relationships with African nations to 

counter the spread of communism. The U.S. provided 

economic and technical assistance to African countries 

and supported civil society organizations and human 

rights groups. This helped to build strong people-to-

people ties between the U.S. and African nations. 

However, after the end of the Cold War, the U.S. began 

to shift its focus away from Africa and prioritize other 

regions of the world. This included reducing funding for 

development programs in Africa and focusing more on 

military aid and training. This shift in strategy had the 

unintended consequence of creating a vacuum in Africa 

that China filled. 

 

China's approach to soft power in Africa has 

been comprehensive and strategic. It has invested in 

cultural exchanges, media, and education programs and 

has promoted its language, culture, and values. This has 

allowed China to build strong relationships with African 

governments and citizens and to present itself as a friend 

and partner of the continent. China's soft power 

initiatives in Africa are also linked to its economic 

interests in the region. By promoting its culture and 

values, China has gained the trust and support of African 

governments and citizens, which has helped it secure 

contracts for infrastructure projects and natural 

resources. In contrast, the U.S. has primarily ignored soft 

power initiatives in Africa and relied more on hard 
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power, such as military aid and training. This has limited 

the U.S.'s ability to build strong relationships with 

African nations and to compete with China in terms of 

influence. 

 

It can be argued that the United States has 

shifted its focus away from investment and the use of soft 

power in Africa, which has created a vacuum that China 

has been able to fill. China has been leveraging its soft 

power to invest in and build African infrastructure. This 

has become a compelling topic for review and analysis, 

as it reveals how China's soft power investments have 

enabled it to gain a foothold in Africa, potentially 

challenge U.S. influence in the region, and threaten its 

national security. 

 

The rise of China as a global player has brought 

with it a novel approach to exerting influence in Africa, 

which stands in stark contrast to traditional Western 

models of hard power. Rather than relying on military 

intervention or coercive tactics, China has effectively 

harnessed the power of attraction through its extensive 

use of soft power. This form of power is grounded in the 

appeal of its culture, ideology, and economic strength. As 

China makes deep inroads into the African continent, this 

paper delves into the profound implications of this 

strategic shift, which has the potential to reshape the 

geopolitics of the region and the world. 

 

The contemporary geopolitical landscape is 

marked by a dynamic struggle for global influence, with 

the United States and China at the forefront of this global 

power contest. One facet of this rivalry that has raised 

alarm bells within U.S. policy circles is China's 

utilization of soft power investment in Africa. This 

strategy presents a growing concern for U.S. national 

security as it threatens America's long-standing position 

as a global leader. In response, the United States is 

compelled to take a series of measured and strategic 

measures to counter China's increasing influence in 

Africa, further complicating the already intricate web of 

international relations. 

 

Africa, often called the "new frontier" for 

geopolitical influence and economic opportunity, has 

become a theater for the contest between American and 

Chinese interests. China's aggressive investment in the 

continent is reshaping the African landscape, opening 

new avenues for economic development, infrastructure 

growth, and trade partnerships. While the prospects of 

African development are undeniably promising, this 

wave of Chinese soft power investment cannot be viewed 

in isolation, for it raises concerns that extend far beyond 

the continent's borders. 

 

China's growing soft power investment in 

Africa has become a prominent issue in international 

affairs. Soft power, a term coined by Joseph Nye, is the 

ability to shape the preferences of others through appeal 

and attraction rather than coercion or payment (Nye, 

2004). What do we know about soft power? Soft power 

is a concept introduced by Joseph Nye, which refers to 

the ability of a country or entity to influence others 

through attraction and persuasion rather than coercion or 

payment (Nye, 2004). This type of power is based on the 

appeal of a country's culture, political ideals, and policies 

and its ability to inspire and convince others to follow its 

lead. Soft power is often contrasted with hard power, 

which refers to using military and economic force to 

achieve a country's goals. 

 

While hard power can be effective in certain 

situations, it can also lead to resentment and backlash 

from other countries. Soft power, on the other hand, is 

based on mutual respect and understanding and can build 

long-lasting relationships and partnerships between 

countries. Examples of soft power include a country's 

cultural exports, such as music, movies, and literature, as 

well as its foreign aid and development programs. Using 

these tools to promote its values and beliefs, a country 

can build goodwill and positively influence others. 

Overall, soft power is an essential concept in 

international relations and can be a powerful tool for 

countries looking to achieve their goals without resorting 

to force. 

 

According to Ward (2021) in his book "Foreign 

Powers in Africa: From Expansion to Competition," the 

influence of foreign powers in Africa is increasingly 

being realized through massive infrastructure projects, 

economic partnerships, and cultural diplomacy. This 

presents African countries with unprecedented 

opportunities for development and trade. However, it is 

crucial for African leaders to carefully evaluate these 

partnerships and ensure that they are beneficial for their 

countries in the long run. While foreign investment can 

bring much-needed resources and expertise, it can also 

lead to dependence and exploitation if not managed 

carefully. Therefore, African countries must balance 

attracting foreign investment and protecting their 

interests and sovereignty. 

 

As stated by Burton and McGarry (2019), the 

strategy of foreign powers investing in Africa raises a 

spectrum of concerns encompassing political, economic, 

and security dimensions. While foreign investment can 

bring much-needed resources and expertise to African 

countries, it can also lead to a loss of sovereignty and 

dependence on foreign powers. Additionally, some 

investments may not be in the best interests of African 

countries and may exacerbate existing economic and 

political inequalities. Lastly, foreign investment can also 

have security implications, mainly if it is seen as a threat 

by other countries or non-state actors. Therefore, it is 

essential for African countries to carefully evaluate 

foreign investment and ensure that it aligns with their 

national interests and long-term development goals. 

 

Seifert (2021) maintains that as the United 

States grapples with the multifaceted challenge of 
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China's soft power investment in Africa, it must adopt a 

comprehensive approach to counterbalance China's 

influence and preserve its national security interests. This 

approach must be multifaceted, encompassing economic, 

diplomatic, and strategic measures. Economic measures 

include promoting American investment and trade in 

Africa, as well as supporting African efforts to diversify 

their economies and reduce dependence on Chinese aid 

and investment. Diplomatic measures could include 

engaging with African countries and building solid 

relationships based on mutual respect and shared 

interests, as well as promoting democratic values and 

good governance practices. Strategic measures could 

include enhancing U.S. military presence in the region, 

as well as supporting African efforts to counter terrorism 

and other security threats. Overall, the United States 

needs to adopt a coordinated and proactive approach to 

counterbalancing China's influence in Africa while at the 

same time promoting sustainable development, good 

governance, and regional stability. 

 

China's strategy in Africa exemplifies this, as it 

relies on cultural, economic, and diplomatic appeal to 

influence the continent. This influence manifests in 

massive infrastructure projects, economic partnerships, 

and cultural diplomacy, presenting Africa with 

unprecedented opportunities for development and trade 

(Ward, 2021). However, this apparent goodwill hides a 

complex geopolitical reality with far-reaching 

implications for U.S. national security. Also, by 

examining the strategic nature of China's soft power 

investment in Africa, this document will shed light on the 

broader consequences of this issue and the complex path 

ahead. 

 

Historical Context: The United States 

historically played a significant role in Africa through 

foreign aid, development projects, and cultural 

exchanges. However, in recent decades, there has been a 

perceived decline in the U.S. commitment to Africa, 

particularly in investment and soft power engagement. 

This shift has allowed China to expand its influence and 

deepen its ties with African nations. 

 

China's Soft Power Approach: China's soft 

power strategy in Africa combines economic investment, 

infrastructure development, cultural exchanges, and 

diplomatic efforts. Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI) has been a critical driver of its African 

engagement, providing funding for major infrastructure 

projects, including ports, railways, and energy facilities. 

These investments not only enhance Africa's physical 

infrastructure but also contribute to economic growth and 

development, fostering goodwill towards China. 

 

Furthermore, China's focus on people-to-people 

exchanges, such as educational scholarships and cultural 

programs, has helped promote a positive image of China 

among Africans. These initiatives not only provide 

opportunities for African individuals to learn and 

experience Chinese culture but also cultivate long-term 

relationships and networks that can strengthen bilateral 

ties. 

 

Implications and Criticisms: China's increasing 

presence and influence in Africa have elicited mixed 

reactions. Proponents argue that China's investments 

have contributed to Africa's economic development, 

creating jobs and improving infrastructure. They contend 

that China's approach is more pragmatic and less 

conditional than Western countries, providing African 

nations with more excellent agency in their development. 

 

However, critics raise concerns about the 

environmental and social impact of China's investments. 

Some argue that China prioritizes its economic interests 

over the welfare of local communities and the 

environment. Others express apprehension about the debt 

burdens African nations may face due to large-scale 

infrastructure loans from China. Moreover, there are 

concerns about the need for more transparency, 

corruption, and governance issues associated with some 

Chinese-led projects. 

 

Future Prospects: As China continues to expand 

its presence in Africa, it is crucial to assess the long-term 

implications. African nations must carefully navigate the 

complexities of engaging with China to ensure their 

interests and development goals are not compromised. 

The United States and other Western powers can reassess 

their engagement strategies and work towards more 

mutually beneficial partnerships with African countries, 

combining their soft power approaches with investment 

initiatives. Here are some examples that illustrate China's 

soft power initiatives in Africa. 

 

China's Soft Power Approach in Africa: 

• Economic Investment: China has become Africa's 

largest trading partner and investor. Through its Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI), China has funded and 

developed various infrastructure projects across the 

continent, including ports, railways, and energy 

facilities. These investments promote economic 

growth and development, making China a vital 

economic partner for African nations. 

 

As part of this initiative, China has funded various 

infrastructure projects to enhance connectivity, 

promote trade, and stimulate economic development 

across the continent. Some notable examples of 

BRI-related projects in Africa include: 

 

Kenya's Standard Gauge Railway (SGR): China 

financed and constructed the SGR, a central railway 

line connecting the port city of Mombasa to Nairobi 

and other regions. The project has significantly 

improved transportation efficiency, reduced 

logistics costs, and boosted economic activities 

along its route. 
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Djibouti's Doraleh Multipurpose Port: China 

invested in constructing the Doraleh Port, located in 

Djibouti, which serves as a vital transportation hub 

for the region. The port's development has 

transformed Djibouti into an essential gateway for 

trade, enhancing its strategic significance. 

 

Also, the construction of the Addis Ababa-Djibouti 

Railway, financed by China, has enhanced 

transportation connectivity between Ethiopia and 

Djibouti, facilitating trade and economic integration. 

China Eximbank provided a $2.49 billion loan for 

the Addis Ababa–Djibouti Railway Project 

(Ethiopia-Djibouti Railway, 2013). 

 

• Development Assistance: China provides 

development assistance to African countries through 

grants, interest-free loans, and technical 

cooperation. These initiatives focus on agriculture, 

healthcare, education, and technology transfer, 

aiming to improve living standards and foster 

goodwill towards China. 

 

Example: The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC) has committed to providing aid and technical 

assistance to African countries. This includes projects 

like the China-Africa Friendship Hospitals, which 

deliver medical services and training to regional and 

local communities (Lumumba-Kasongo, 2019). 

 

• Cultural and Educational Exchanges: China 

promotes cultural diplomacy and people-to-people 

exchanges with Africa. It offers scholarships for 

African students to study in China, organizes 

cultural events, and establishes Confucius Institutes 

to teach Chinese language and culture. These 

initiatives foster cultural understanding and build 

long-term relationships. 

 

• Media Cooperation: China cooperates by 

establishing partnerships with African media outlets 

and funding media projects (Zhang, 2017). This 

allows China to shape the narrative surrounding its 

African activities, presenting a positive image while 

downplaying criticisms.  

 

Example: The Confucius Institute at the University of 

Nairobi in Kenya provides language training and cultural 

programs, facilitating educational and cultural exchanges 

between China and Africa. The institute's language 

training programs are designed to equip learners with 

practical language skills that enable them to 

communicate effectively in Chinese. The programs cater 

to learners of all levels, from beginners to advanced 

learners. 

 

In addition to language training, the institute 

also offers a range of cultural programs that provide 

insights into Chinese culture. These programs include 

cultural activities, workshops, and seminars, which help 

to bridge the gap between Chinese and African cultures. 

In short, China claims that its programs facilitate cultural 

exchange and promote mutual understanding between 

China and Africa. 

 

Implications For U.S. National Security: 

• Economic Influence: China's economic investments 

in Africa allow it to secure access to critical 

resources and markets. This has implications for 

U.S. economic interests and its ability to compete 

globally. The United States needs to reassess its 

approach to investment in Africa to prevent further 

erosion of its economic influence. 

 

• Geopolitical Considerations: China's expanding 

presence in Africa has geopolitical ramifications. It 

strengthens China's influence on the continent, 

potentially diminishing U.S. strategic partnerships 

and alliances. The United States must maintain its 

engagement in Africa to safeguard its geopolitical 

interests and prevent China from gaining undue 

influence. 

 

 

• Security Concerns: The perceived void left by the 

United States in Africa may lead to security 

challenges. If African countries become heavily 

dependent on China for their infrastructure and 

economic development, it could create 

vulnerabilities and potential leverage for China. The 

United States should address these concerns to 

prevent compromise in its national security interests. 

 

China's use of soft power in Africa, taking 

advantage of the perceived void left by the United States, 

has allowed it to expand its influence and economic 

presence on the continent. This trend has implications for 

U.S. national security, particularly regarding economic 

influence, geopolitics, and security considerations. To 

maintain its leading role globally, the United States must 

reassess its engagement in Africa, prioritize investment 

and soft power initiatives, and strengthen partnerships 

with African nations. By doing so, the U.S. can 

counterbalance China's influence and address the 

national security implications of China's growing 

presence in Africa. 

 

Implications for U.S. National Security: The 

rise of China's soft power in Africa has significant 

implications for U.S. national security. The United States 

perceives Africa as an arena for strategic competition, 

given its vast resources, growing markets, and 

geopolitical importance. China's expanding influence 

threatens to diminish U.S. leverage in the region, 

potentially undermining its economic and security 

interests. 

 

If the United States fails to address this 

perceived void and counter China's soft power initiatives 

effectively, it risks losing influence over African 



 
 Kulungu, M.; Ind J Human Sco Sci; Vol-4, Iss-12 (Dec, 2023); 1-17 

*Corresponding Author: Mustapha Kulungu 5 

 

governments and populations. This could result in 

reduced access to critical resources, weakened 

diplomatic alliances, and a loss of strategic positioning 

vis-à-vis China in Africa. 

 

Impact of China's Economic Investments: 

China's economic investments in Africa have had 

positive and negative impacts. Proponents argue that 

these investments have contributed to Africa's economic 

growth, created job opportunities, and accelerated 

infrastructure development. They view China's approach 

as less conditional and more pragmatic than Western 

investment, offering African nations more excellent 

agency in their development. 

 

However, critics raise concerns about the 

environmental and social impacts of China's 

investments. They highlight environmental degradation, 

inadequate labor standards, and potential debt burdens 

African nations face. Furthermore, there are concerns 

about the concentration of power and influence in the 

hands of Chinese entities, which could limit African 

countries' sovereignty and control over their resources. 

 

Briefly, China's utilization of soft power in 

Africa has allowed it to fill the perceived void left by the 

United States. Through economic investments, cultural 

exchanges, and diplomatic engagement, China has 

strengthened its influence and fostered positive African 

perceptions. The implications of China's growing soft 

power in Africa extend beyond economic and diplomatic 

spheres, presenting a national security challenge for the 

United States. To maintain its leading role globally, the 

U.S. must reassess its approach and actively engage with 

Africa through investment, soft power initiatives, and 

strategic partnerships, ensuring its continued relevance in 

the region. 

 

China's Soft Power in Africa: A Multifaceted 

Concern 

China's soft power investment in Africa 

presents a strategic concern with ripple effects that 

extend far beyond the continent. Unlike traditional forms 

of hard power, characterized by military might and 

coercion, soft power seeks to win hearts and minds 

through attraction and persuasion. China's approach in 

Africa appears benevolent, focusing on economic 

development and cooperation. However, this strategy 

raises a spectrum of concerns encompassing political, 

economic, and security dimensions (Burton & McGarry, 

2019). 

 

Political Influence: Renard (2017) states that China's 

growing influence over African nations' decision-making 

processes and voting behavior in international forums 

raises concerns about the alignment of these countries 

with American interests. As China continues to invest 

heavily in Africa, some experts worry that African 

countries may become more closely aligned with China 

and less supportive of American policies and initiatives. 

This could have significant implications for American 

foreign policy in Africa, as well as for global power 

dynamics. Therefore, the United States must engage with 

African countries and build strong relationships based on 

mutual respect and shared interests. 

 

Economic Competition: As said by Moyo (2020), China 

continues to invest heavily in African infrastructure and 

industries, and American companies risk losing out on 

economic opportunities, which could diminish the U.S. 

economic footprint in the region. China's Belt and Road 

Initiative, which aims to boost trade and connectivity 

between Asia, Europe, and Africa, has already led to 

significant Chinese investment in African ports, 

railways, and energy projects. While these investments 

have the potential to bring much-needed infrastructure 

and development to Africa, they also raise concerns 

about debt sustainability and economic dependence on 

China. Additionally, American companies may need 

help to compete with Chinese firms in African markets, 

which could limit the U.S. economic presence in the 

region. Therefore, the United States must develop a 

comprehensive strategy for engaging with African 

countries and promoting American economic interests. 

 

Military Presence: China's establishment of military 

bases in Africa can pose strategic challenges for the U.S., 

potentially complicating American military operations 

and security dynamics (Swanson, 2018). China has 

already established a naval base in Djibouti, and there are 

concerns that it may seek to establish additional bases in 

other African countries. This could give China a strategic 

advantage in the region and limit the ability of the U.S. 

military to operate freely in African waters and airspace. 

Additionally, Chinese military presence in Africa could 

exacerbate security conflicts and fuel regional tensions. 

Therefore, it is essential for the United States to carefully 

monitor China's military activities in Africa and work 

with African countries to promote regional stability and 

security. 

 

China's increasing investments in Africa, 

including constructing military bases, have raised 

concerns about potential threats to U.S. national security. 

The Chinese military base in Djibouti, for example, is 

located near a U.S. military base and could be used to 

monitor American military activities in the region. 

Furthermore, China's expanding military presence in 

Africa could challenge U.S. influence on the continent 

and potentially undermine efforts to promote stability 

and security. One expert notes, "China's growing military 

presence in Africa poses a significant challenge to U.S. 

strategic interests in the region" (Bromley, 2019). It is 

vital for the U.S. to closely monitor China's activities in 

Africa and develop a comprehensive strategy to counter 

any potential threat to national security. 

 

Debt Dependency: The massive debt incurred by 

African nations due to Chinese investments may create 

long-term financial vulnerabilities, hampering U.S. aid 
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programs and diplomatic efforts in the region (Dornan, 

2020). China's Belt and Road Initiative has led to 

significant investment in African infrastructure projects, 

but it has also resulted in a sharp increase in African debt 

levels. As African countries need help to repay these 

debts, they may become more dependent on Chinese aid 

and investment, which could limit their ability to pursue 

independent foreign policies. Additionally, high debt 

levels could limit the effectiveness of U.S. aid programs 

and diplomatic initiatives in the region, as African 

countries may prioritize debt repayment over other 

priorities. Therefore, the United States needs to work 

with African countries to promote sustainable 

development and debt management practices and to 

provide alternative sources of aid and investment that do 

not create long-term financial vulnerabilities. 

 

Counterbalancing China's Influence: A Complex 

Geopolitical Challenge 

As the United States grapples with the 

multifaceted challenge presented by China's soft power 

investment in Africa, it must adopt a comprehensive 

approach to counterbalance China's influence and 

preserve its national security interests. This approach 

must be multifaceted, encompassing economic, 

diplomatic, and strategic measures (Seifert, 2021). 

 

Economic Engagement: The U.S. should strengthen 

economic ties with African nations, promoting 

investment, trade partnerships, and development 

assistance to offer a credible alternative to China's 

economic embrace. Economic engagement with African 

nations is crucial for the United States' foreign policy. 

According to the Ghanem et al. (2021), Africa, the 

second-fastest-growing region in the world, provides 

enormous opportunities for investment, trade 

partnerships, and development assistance. 

 

As Africa is the second-fastest-growing region 

in the world, it provides enormous opportunities for 

investment, trade partnerships, and development 

assistance. The U.S. can offer a credible alternative to 

China's growing economic influence by strengthening 

economic ties with African countries. China's significant 

investments in Africa have helped to build infrastructure 

projects and offered government loans; however, many 

African nations still have high levels of debt, as per the 

report of the Brookings Institution (2019). 

 

On the other hand, the U.S. can offer a more 

sustainable approach to economic development in Africa 

by promoting private sector investment, trade 

partnerships, and development assistance focused on 

building local capacity. Private sector investment can 

help African countries develop their economies by 

creating jobs and promoting entrepreneurship. The U.S. 

can incentivize American businesses to invest in Africa 

by supporting companies that want to expand their 

regional operations. This helps build stronger economic 

ties between the U.S. and African nations while 

promoting economic growth and development. Trade 

partnerships are another critical aspect of U.S. economic 

engagement with Africa. 

 

As per the United States International Trade 

Administration (2021), increasing trade between the U.S. 

and African countries can benefit both sides by providing 

increased access to new markets, resources, and 

expertise. The U.S. can also help African nations develop 

their industries by providing technical assistance and 

training in agriculture, manufacturing, and technology. 

 

Lastly, as stated by the United States Agency 

for International Development (USAID) (2021), 

development assistance can support economic growth 

and development in African countries by promoting 

stability and security. The U.S. can support education, 

healthcare, and infrastructure projects to help build 

stronger and more resilient economies in the region. This 

assistance can also promote stability and security, 

essential for economic growth and development. In 

essence, strengthening economic ties with African 

nations is a necessary aspect of U.S. foreign policy. By 

promoting private sector investment, trade partnerships, 

and development assistance, the U.S. can provide a 

credible alternative to China's economic embrace in the 

region. This approach promotes sustainable economic 

growth and development in Africa while building 

stronger economic ties between the U.S. and African 

nations. 

 

Diplomatic Strategy: Engaging in sustained diplomacy 

with African nations, promoting democratic values, and 

providing development assistance can help the U.S. 

maintain its influence and counter China's diplomatic 

efforts. The United States' engagement in Africa is 

crucial in its strategy to maintain its global influence and 

counter China's diplomatic efforts. The U.S. must engage 

in sustained diplomacy with African nations, promote 

democratic values, and provide development assistance 

to achieve this objective. 

 

The Council on Foreign Relations (2019) states 

that China has invested heavily in Africa, building 

infrastructure projects and providing government loans. 

This has helped to boost economic growth in some 

countries; however, many African nations still have high 

levels of debt. The country has also been using its 

economic influence to gain political leverage in the 

region, threatening U.S. interests. 

 

To counter China's diplomatic efforts, the U.S. 

needs to engage in sustained diplomacy with African 

nations. As per the report of the United States 

Department of State (2021), the U.S. has established 

diplomatic relations with all 54 African countries and has 

embassies in 46 of them. The U.S. needs to maintain 

these relations by engaging in high-level diplomatic 

meetings, promoting trade agreements, and providing 

development assistance to African nations. 
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Promoting democratic values is another critical 

aspect of U.S. engagement in Africa. As per the report of 

the National Democratic Institute (2021), promoting 

democracy in Africa can strengthen democratic 

institutions, promote human rights, and enhance regional 

stability. The U.S. can advance democratic values by 

supporting free and fair elections, strengthening civil 

society, and promoting human rights. 

 

Development assistance can support economic 

growth and development in African countries. The 

United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID) (2021) states that development assistance can 

promote stability and security, essential for economic 

growth and development. The U.S. can support 

education, healthcare, and infrastructure projects to help 

build stronger and more resilient economies in the 

region. 

 

In brief, engaging in sustained diplomacy with 

African nations, promoting democratic values, and 

providing development assistance can help the U.S. 

maintain its influence and counter China's diplomatic 

efforts. The U.S. must continue strengthening its ties 

with African nations to promote stability, security, and 

economic growth. 

 

Security Cooperation: The U.S. must enhance military 

and security cooperation with African nations to 

counterbalance China's military presence and ensure 

regional stability. The United States' engagement in 

Africa is crucial in its strategy to maintain its global 

influence and counter China's diplomatic efforts. The 

U.S. must engage in sustained diplomacy with African 

nations, promote democratic values, and provide 

development assistance to achieve this objective. The 

Council on Foreign Relations (2019) states that China 

has invested heavily in Africa, building infrastructure 

projects and giving government loans. 

 

This has helped to boost economic growth in 

some countries; however, many African nations still 

have high levels of debt. The country has also been using 

its economic influence to gain political leverage in the 

region, threatening U.S. interests. To counter China's 

diplomatic efforts, the U.S. needs to engage in sustained 

diplomacy with African nations. As per the report of the 

United States Department of State (2021), the U.S. has 

established diplomatic relations with all 54 African 

countries and has embassies in 46 of them. 

 

The U.S. needs to maintain these relations by 

engaging in high-level diplomatic meetings, promoting 

trade agreements, and providing development assistance 

to African nations. Promoting democratic values is 

another critical aspect of U.S. engagement in Africa. As 

per the report of the National Democratic Institute 

(2021), promoting democracy in Africa can strengthen 

democratic institutions, promote human rights, and 

enhance regional stability. The U.S. can advance 

democratic values by supporting free and fair elections, 

strengthening civil society, and promoting human rights. 

Development assistance can support economic growth 

and development in African countries. 

 

The United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) (2021) states that development 

assistance can promote stability and security, essential 

for economic growth and development. The U.S. can 

support education, healthcare, and infrastructure projects 

to help build stronger and more resilient economies in the 

region. In brief, engaging in sustained diplomacy with 

African nations, promoting democratic values, and 

providing development assistance can help the U.S. 

maintain its influence and counter China's diplomatic 

efforts. The U.S. must continue strengthening its ties 

with African nations to promote stability, security, and 

economic growth. 

 

The United States must enhance military 

cooperation with African countries to counterbalance 

China's military presence and ensure regional stability. 

According to the U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM), 

China has established its first overseas military base in 

Djibouti, just miles away from the U.S. military base 

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2019). This is a clear 

indication of China's expansionist ambitions in Africa, 

which could threaten U.S. interests in the region. 

 

To counterbalance China's military presence, 

the U.S. needs to enhance military and security 

cooperation with African nations. This can be achieved 

through joint military exercises, training programs, and 

arms sales (Council on Foreign Relations, 2019). The 

U.S. can also provide security assistance to African 

nations to enhance their military capabilities and improve 

their ability to combat terrorism and other security 

threats. The U.S. has already strengthened military and 

security cooperation with African countries. For 

example, the U.S. has established the Trans-Sahara 

Counterterrorism Partnership (TSCTP), which provides 

security assistance to African governments to combat 

terrorism in the Sahel region (U.S. Department of State, 

2021). The U.S. has also provided security assistance to 

Somalia to help fight al-Shabaab. This terrorist group has 

been active in the country for many years (Council on 

Foreign Relations, 2019). 

 

Furthermore, the U.S. recognizes the need to 

enhance military cooperation with African nations to 

counterbalance China's military presence and ensure 

regional stability. To this end, the U.S. has established 

the Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Partnership and 

provided security assistance to African countries to 

combat terrorism and other security threats. The U.S. 

aims to work with its African partners through joint 

military exercises, training programs, and arms sales to 

enhance their military capabilities and improve regional 

security. 
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Briefly, enhancing military and security 

cooperation with African nations is crucial for the U.S. 

to counterbalance China's military presence and ensure 

regional stability. The U.S. must continue to provide 

security assistance to African countries and enhance their 

military capabilities to combat terrorism and other 

security threats. By doing so, the U.S. can maintain its 

regional influence and promote stability and security. 

The U.S. is committed to pursuing a diplomatic, 

collaborative approach to engagement with African 

nations to support stability, prosperity, and democratic 

values in the region. 

 

Debt Management: Assisting African nations in 

managing their debt and promoting responsible lending 

practices is essential to mitigate the risks associated with 

Chinese debt dependency. Managing debt and promoting 

responsible lending practices are essential in mitigating 

the risks associated with Chinese debt dependency. As 

per the report of the Council on Foreign Relations 

(2019), China has invested heavily in Africa, building 

infrastructure projects and giving government loans. This 

has helped to boost economic growth in some countries; 

however, many African nations still have high levels of 

debt. The report further suggests that China's lending 

practices have been criticized for lacking transparency 

and high interest rates. This puts African nations at risk 

of debt dependency and could threaten their economic 

stability in the long run. 

 

To counter China's lending practices, the U.S. 

needs to assist African nations in managing their debt and 

promoting responsible lending practices. The U.S. can 

provide technical assistance to African countries in debt 

management and support debt restructuring programs. 

As per the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) (2021), debt restructuring can 

be a vital tool in managing debt and reducing the risks 

associated with debt dependency. The U.S. can also 

promote responsible lending practices by encouraging 

African nations to adopt international best practices in 

lending and borrowing. 

 

In brief, assisting African countries in managing 

their debt and promoting responsible lending practices is 

crucial to mitigate the risks associated with Chinese debt 

dependency. This can help African nations maintain their 

economic stability and prevent debt crises. The U.S. can 

play a significant role in this by providing technical 

assistance and promoting international best practices in 

lending and borrowing. 

 

In essence, China's soft power investment in 

Africa is a compelling and complex geopolitical 

challenge for U.S. national security. It threatens to 

disrupt the global balance of power and weaken 

America's preeminent position on the world stage. By 

adopting a multifaceted strategic approach, the United 

States can counterbalance China's influence and navigate 

this intricate challenge, safeguarding its global 

leadership in an increasingly competitive international 

arena. In doing so, the U.S. not only protects its national 

security interests but also maintains its role as a key 

player in shaping the future of global affairs. 

 

Reshaping The Geopolitical Landscape 

China's soft power approach in Africa has 

resulted in unprecedented opportunities for the continent. 

African nations have been provided the means to 

advance their development and engage in global trade. 

This approach stands in sharp contrast to historical 

Western influence, which has often been accompanied 

by conditional aid, political interference, and a focus on 

resource extraction. 

 

China's soft power strategy in Africa has profound 

implications for the geopolitical landscape. It challenges 

established norms of global influence and asserts China's 

growing role as a major player. This shift is significant 

for several reasons: 

 

1. Diversification of Partnerships: African nations 

increasingly diversify their global partnerships, 

reducing dependence on Western aid and influence. 

As African nations continue to strengthen their 

global presence, one key trend is the diversification 

of partnerships. Rather than relying solely on 

Western aid and influence, African nations are 

exploring new avenues for collaboration with other 

nations and regions. This shift is driven by a desire 

for more excellent economic stability and political 

autonomy, as well as a recognition of the benefits of 

engaging with a broader range of partners. 

 

In recent years, African countries have forged new 

partnerships with various countries, including 

China, Russia, India, and Turkey. These 

partnerships have taken various forms, from trade 

agreements and investment deals to military 

cooperation and cultural exchanges. By engaging 

with a diverse set of partners, African nations can 

access new markets, technologies, and resources 

while also reducing their reliance on any one country 

or region. 

Of course, diversification also brings new 

challenges. African nations must navigate complex 

geopolitical dynamics and manage the risk of 

overextending themselves financially or politically. 

However, the benefits of diversification are clear, 

and many African countries are pursuing this 

strategy enthusiastically. Overall, the trend toward 

diversification of partnerships is a positive 

development for African nations. By expanding 

their networks of collaboration, these countries are 

better positioned to achieve economic growth and 

political stability while also asserting their 

independence on the global stage. 

 

2. Challenging Western Dominance: China's 

growing influence in Africa challenges Western 
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dominance, particularly regarding economic 

partnerships and access to valuable resources. The 

increasing influence of China in Africa has recently 

emerged as a challenge to the long-held Western 

dominance, especially in terms of economic 

partnerships and access to valuable resources. This 

development has generated discussions and debates 

among experts, who are keen on analyzing the 

implications of this trend for the African continent 

and the global community. 

 

In recent years, China has been making significant 

strides in challenging Western dominance through 

its growing influence in Africa. This has been a topic 

of much debate and analysis, as many experts are 

trying to understand the implications of China's 

expanding economic and political presence on the 

continent. China's interest in Africa can be traced 

back to the early 2000s when it invested heavily in 

the region's infrastructure and natural resources. 

Since then, China has become Africa's largest 

trading partner, with trade between the two reaching 

nearly $200 billion in 2019. This has allowed China 

to gain significant influence in African countries, as 

many have become dependent on Chinese 

investment and aid. 

 

While Western countries have traditionally been the 

dominant players in Africa, China's growing 

presence has challenged this status quo. Many 

African countries have welcomed China's 

investments, as they provide much-needed 

infrastructure and economic development. 

However, China's involvement in Africa has also 

raised concerns about its motivations and the 

potential for neo-colonialism. 

 

China's approach to development in Africa is often 

criticized for its lack of transparency and disregard 

for human rights and environmental standards. This 

has led to accusations of exploitation and debt-trap 

diplomacy, as many African countries have taken on 

significant debt to finance Chinese-backed projects. 

Despite these criticisms, China's growing influence 

in Africa shows no signs of slowing down. As China 

invests heavily in the region, it will likely become an 

even more significant player in African politics and 

economics. The implications of this trend are still 

unclear, but it is clear that China's challenge to 

Western dominance in Africa is a significant 

development that warrants further analysis and 

attention. 

 

3. Emergence of Multipolarity: The rise of China's 

soft power introduces the concept of multipolarity in 

global politics, where multiple significant powers 

coexist and exert influence, reshaping the global 

power balance. In recent years, China has been 

making significant strides in challenging Western 

dominance through its growing influence in Africa. 

This has been a topic of much debate and analysis, 

as many experts are trying to understand the 

implications of China's expanding economic and 

political presence on the continent. 

 

China's interest in Africa can be traced back to the 

early 2000s when it invested heavily in the region's 

infrastructure and natural resources. Since then, 

China has become Africa's largest trading partner, 

with trade between the two reaching nearly $200 

billion in 2019. This has allowed China to gain 

significant influence in African countries, as many 

have become dependent on Chinese investment and 

aid. 

 

While Western countries have traditionally been the 

dominant players in Africa, China's growing 

presence has challenged this status quo. Many 

African countries have welcomed China's 

investments, as they provide much-needed 

infrastructure and economic development. 

However, China's involvement in Africa has also 

raised concerns about its motivations and the 

potential for neo-colonialism. 

 

China's approach to development in Africa is often 

criticized for its lack of transparency and disregard 

for human rights and environmental standards. This 

has led to accusations of exploitation and debt-trap 

diplomacy, as many African countries have taken on 

significant debt to finance Chinese-backed projects. 

 

Despite these criticisms, China's growing influence 

in Africa shows no signs of slowing down. As China 

invests heavily in the region, it will likely become an 

even more significant player in African politics and 

economics. The implications of this trend are still 

unclear, but it is clear that China's challenge to 

Western dominance in Africa is a significant 

development that warrants further analysis and 

attention. 

 

Recently, China has been increasingly challenging 

Western dominance globally, mainly through its 

growing influence in Africa. This trend has been the 

subject of much analysis and debate among scholars 

and policymakers alike. One of the main factors 

driving China's engagement with Africa is its need 

for natural resources to fuel its rapidly growing 

economy. African countries are rich in minerals and 

other resources, and China has invested heavily in 

extracting and exporting these resources back to 

China. This has led to a significant shift in global 

trade patterns, with China now the largest trading 

partner for many African countries. 

 

China's engagement with Africa also has political 

and strategic implications. In recent years, China has 

sought to expand its influence in global governance 

institutions such as the United Nations and the 
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World Trade Organization, and its growing ties with 

African countries have helped to bolster its position 

in these institutions. China has also engaged with 

Africa to strengthen its position in strategic regions 

such as the Indian Ocean, where it has established a 

military base in Djibouti. 

 

The growing influence of China in Africa has raised 

concerns among Western powers, who fear that 

China's engagement in the region could undermine 

their own economic and strategic interests. Some 

scholars have also raised concerns about the impact 

of China's engagement on governance and 

development in Africa, arguing that China's 

emphasis on resource extraction and infrastructure 

development may come at the expense of long-term 

sustainable development. 

 

While there are certainly risks and challenges 

associated with China's engagement in the region, 

there may also be opportunities for collaboration and 

mutual benefit if Western powers are willing to 

engage with China constructively and 

collaboratively. In the last few years, China's 

increased soft power has introduced the concept of 

multipolarity in global politics. This trend has been 

the subject of much analysis and debate among 

scholars and policymakers alike. 

 

Soft power refers to a country's ability to influence 

others through non-coercive means, such as culture, 

values, and diplomacy. China has been expanding its 

soft power recently through initiatives such as the 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the Confucius 

Institutes, which promote Chinese language and 

culture abroad. The rise of China's soft power has 

significant implications for the global balance of 

power. Traditionally, the global system has been 

dominated by a few powerful states, such as the 

United States and Europe. However, China's 

growing soft power has introduced the concept of 

multipolarity, where power is distributed among 

multiple actors. 

 

This shift towards multipolarity has both benefits 

and challenges. On the one hand, a multipolar 

system may be more stable and less prone to 

conflict, as no single state can dominate others. On 

the other hand, a multipolar system may also be 

more complex and difficult to manage as multiple 

actors compete for influence and resources. 

 

China's rise as a global power has also raised 

concerns among Western powers, who fear that 

China's growing influence could undermine the 

liberal international order that has governed global 

politics since the end of World War II. Some 

scholars have also raised concerns about the impact 

of China's soft power on democracy and human 

rights, arguing that China's emphasis on non-

coercive influence could mask more coercive 

tactics. 

 

The rise of China's soft power introduces the concept 

of multipolarity in global politics, which has benefits 

and challenges. As China continues to expand its 

influence, it will be necessary for policymakers to 

carefully consider the implications of this shift 

towards a more multipolar world. 

 

China's embrace of soft power in Africa 

represents a pivotal shift in the dynamics of global 

influence. This alternative approach, grounded in culture, 

ideology, and economic strength, has given African 

nations new opportunities and challenged traditional 

Western models of hard power. As China continues to 

make deep inroads into the African continent, the 

consequences for the region's geopolitics and the world 

are undeniable. The balance of power is shifting, and the 

global order is evolving. In this complex and compelling 

landscape, understanding the dynamics of China's soft 

power in Africa is paramount to grasping the future of 

international relations. 

 

Strategic Counter Approach 

There are several strategic approaches that the 

U.S. could take to counter and minimize Chinese soft 

power economic and military power in Africa. Firstly, the 

U.S. could prioritize building stronger partnerships with 

African countries, providing them with the necessary 

economic and military support to strengthen their 

independence and self-reliance. This could involve 

offering more foreign aid, investing in infrastructure 

projects, and training African military personnel. 

Moreover, the U.S. could work to promote democratic 

values and human rights in Africa, which could help to 

counter China's authoritarian model. 

 

In addition, the U.S. could work with other 

major powers, such as the European Union, to present a 

united front against China's growing influence in the 

region. Another important aspect of the strategy could be 

to increase U.S. media presence in Africa, including 

promoting American cultural exports and media outlets. 

Finally, the U.S. could engage in targeted efforts to 

counter Chinese propaganda and disinformation 

campaigns in Africa by providing accurate and 

transparent information to local populations. By taking a 

comprehensive and strategic approach, the U.S. can work 

towards minimizing China's influence in Africa and 

promoting a more balanced and equitable global order. 

 

Additionally, the U.S. could also work to 

improve its image in Africa by addressing issues such as 

racism, economic inequality, and climate change. By 

taking these steps, the U.S. could help to create a more 

balanced and equitable balance of power in Africa, which 

could counter China's growing influence in the region. 

 

China Cultural Diplomacy and U.S. Counter Strategy 
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As a counter-strategy to China's cultural 

diplomacy in Africa, the United States has promoted its 

cultural initiatives, such as the Young African Leaders 

Initiative (YALI) and the African Women's 

Entrepreneurship Program (AWEP). These programs aim 

to promote American values of democracy, human rights, 

and economic development while fostering stronger ties 

between the U.S. and African countries. Additionally, the 

U.S. has also been investing in infrastructure projects 

across the continent, such as the Power Africa initiative, 

which aims to increase access to electricity. Whether 

these strategies will counter China's cultural diplomacy 

in the long run remains to be seen. 

 

In terms of the U.S. Countering China's 

Economic Strength in Africa: To counter China's 

economic investment in Africa, the United States can 

focus on increasing its investments in the continent, 

particularly in infrastructure development and job 

creation. For example, the U.S. government launched the 

"Prosper Africa" initiative in 2018, which aims to 

increase trade and investment between the U.S. and 

African countries. Additionally, the U.S. can leverage its 

private sector to increase investments in Africa, 

particularly in sectors such as technology and renewable 

energy. According to a report by the Brookings 

Institution, there is a significant opportunity for U.S. 

private sector investment in Africa, particularly in 

renewable energy and digital technologies. By increasing 

its economic investments in Africa, the U.S. can provide 

tangible benefits to African nations and compete with 

China's economic influence. 

 

Also, to counter China's ideological appeal of 

non-interference policy, the U.S. can promote a message 

of partnership and collaboration with African 

governments rather than interventionism. This can be 

achieved by increasing diplomatic engagement with 

African nations and working towards common goals, 

such as promoting democracy, human rights, and 

economic development. Additionally, the U.S. can 

leverage its soft power resources, such as cultural 

exchanges and educational programs, to promote its 

values and ideals in Africa. For example, the Fulbright 

Program, which provides scholarships for students and 

professionals to study and conduct research abroad, can 

be expanded to include more African participants. By 

promoting a message of partnership and collaboration, 

the U.S. can counter China's ideological appeal of non-

interference policy and build stronger ties with African 

nations. 

 

U.S. Countering China's Global South Solidarity 

Appeal in Africa 

To counter China's Global South Solidarity 

Appeal, the U.S. can adopt a strategy of promoting 

partnership and collaboration with African nations. This 

can be achieved by emphasizing shared interests and 

common goals and showcasing practical examples of 

cooperation between the U.S. and African countries. 

Here are some examples of how the U.S. can work 

towards this goal: 

 

1. Trade partnerships: The U.S. can work towards 

promoting trade partnerships with African countries. 

For instance, the African Growth and Opportunity 

Act (AGOA) is a U.S. trade initiative that provides 

duty-free access to the U.S. market for eligible 

African countries. This initiative has helped to 

promote economic growth and development in the 

region while also strengthening ties between the 

U.S. and African nations. Also, the U.S. can support 

African countries in developing their renewable 

energy sector, which could provide a sustainable 

source of electricity and reduce reliance on fossil 

fuels. This could be achieved through technical 

assistance, training, and investment. 

 

2. Investment in infrastructure: The U.S. can invest in 

infrastructure projects in African countries. For 

example, the Power Africa initiative, launched by 

the U.S. government in 2013, aims to increase 

access to electricity in sub-Saharan Africa. This 

initiative has already helped to bring electricity to 

millions of people in the region while also 

promoting economic growth and development. Also, 

for instance, the U.S. can work with African 

countries to improve infrastructure, such as roads, 

bridges, and ports, which can boost trade and 

economic growth in the region. The U.S. can also 

collaborate with African countries to tackle issues 

such as climate change and food security. By 

working together, the U.S. and African countries can 

achieve tremendous success and prosperity for all 

stakeholders. 

 

 

3. Educational partnerships: The U.S. can work 

towards promoting educational partnerships with 

African countries. For instance, the Young African 

Leaders Initiative (YALI) is a U.S. program that 

provides leadership training for young African 

leaders. This program has helped to build stronger 

ties between the U.S. and African countries while 

also promoting leadership and development in the 

region. Also, the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange 

and Study (YES) program provides scholarships for 

African students to study in the U.S., fostering 

people-to-people ties and promoting mutual 

understanding. 

 

4. Health partnerships: The U.S. can work towards 

promoting health partnerships with African 

countries. This could include supporting the 

development of local healthcare systems, training 

healthcare professionals, and providing financial 

assistance to improve healthcare outcomes. For 

instance, the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS 

Relief (PEPFAR) is a U.S. initiative that provides 

funding for HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, and 
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care in African countries. This initiative has helped 

to save millions of lives in the region while also 

promoting health and development. 

 

Briefly, the U.S. can counter China's Global 

South Solidarity Appeal by promoting a message of 

partnership and collaboration with African nations. By 

emphasizing shared interests and showcasing practical 

examples of cooperation, the U.S. can work towards 

building stronger relationships with African countries 

while also promoting economic growth and development 

in the region. By promoting a message of partnership and 

collaboration and providing tangible benefits to African 

nations, the U.S. can counter China's Global South 

Solidarity Appeal and build stronger ties with African 

nations. 

 

China’s Efforts in Building Military Bases in Africa 

China's efforts to build military bases in Africa 

pose a significant military threat to the national security 

of the United States. China's military bases in Africa 

allow it to project its military power beyond its borders 

and to establish a foothold in a strategically important 

region. To counter China's efforts in building military 

bases in Africa, the U.S. can adopt the following strategic 

and practical approaches: 

 

1. Increase military presence in the region: The U.S. 

can increase its military presence to counter China's 

military bases. This can be achieved by increasing 

the number of U.S. troops in Africa, conducting joint 

military exercises with African nations, and 

providing support for African military capabilities 

(Brown & Polga-Hecimovich, 2018). 

 

2. Strengthen diplomatic ties with African nations: The 

U.S. can strengthen its diplomatic ties with African 

nations to gain support for its efforts to counter 

China's military bases. This can be achieved by 

increasing diplomatic engagement with African 

nations, supporting democratic institutions and 

human rights, and working towards common goals 

such as promoting economic development and 

regional stability (Xinhua News Agency, 2019). 

 

 

3. Leverage multilateral organizations: The U.S. can 

leverage multilateral organizations such as the 

United Nations and the African Union to counter 

China's military bases. This can be achieved by 

working with these organizations to promote 

regional stability and security and support African 

military capabilities. 

 

4. Expand intelligence gathering capabilities: The U.S. 

can expand its intelligence gathering capabilities in 

the region to monitor China's military activities and 

to identify potential threats. This can be achieved by 

increasing the number of intelligence personnel in 

the region and investing in advanced intelligence 

technologies (Meservey, 2020). 

 

China's increasing presence in Africa has raised 

concerns in the United States about the impact of China's 

soft power, investment, and military bases on U.S. 

national security. According to a report by the U.S. 

National Defense Strategy Commission, "China’s 

expanding global military presence, including access to 

foreign ports, airfields, and other infrastructure, will 

enable Beijing to project power and influence at greater 

distances" (National Defense Strategy Commission, 

2018). This is why China's actions in Africa can be seen 

as a threat to U.S. national security. 

 

Firstly, China's use of soft power in Africa, such 

as funding cultural exchanges and scholarships for 

African students to study in China, can be seen as a way 

to gain influence and control. According to a report by 

the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review 

Commission, "China uses its soft power tools to promote 

its culture and values, advance its interests, and shape the 

perceptions and attitudes of foreign audiences, including 

in Africa" (U.S.-China Economic and Security Review 

Commission, 2019). By promoting its own culture and 

values, China is creating a positive image of itself in the 

minds of Africans, which can make it easier to gain 

support for its policies. 

 

Secondly, China's investments in Africa, 

particularly in infrastructure projects such as ports and 

railways, have raised concerns about debt traps and 

economic dependence. Many African countries have 

been unable to repay their debts to China, which has led 

to China taking control of critical infrastructure projects. 

This can give China strategic leverage over African 

countries and potentially limit U.S. access to critical 

resources. According to a report by the Center for 

Strategic and International Studies, "China has been 

accused of using its loan financing to lock countries into 

long-term economic dependence and potentially 

strategic subordination" (Devermont & Mukulu, 2020). 

 

Lastly, China's building of military bases in 

Africa, such as in Djibouti, has raised concerns about the 

potential for Chinese military expansion and establishing 

a military presence in a critical strategic region. This 

could challenge U.S. military dominance and threaten 

U.S. national security interests in the region. According 

to a report by the U.S. Department of Defense, "China's 

military strategy in Africa is part of a broader Chinese 

strategy to expand its global reach and influence" (U.S. 

Department of Defense, 2020). 

 

In short, China's use of soft power, investment, 

and building of military bases in Africa can be seen as a 

threat to U.S. national security. The U.S. government 

should pay close attention to China's actions in Africa 

and develop strategies to counteract any potential threats 

to U.S. interests in the region. 
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China Next Move Beyond Africa 

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a 

significant infrastructure project to connect China with 

other regions through a network of roads, railways, ports, 

and other infrastructure. While Africa has been a priority 

for China's BRI, its ambitions extend far beyond the 

continent. China's next steps and investments beyond 

Africa are to foster mutually beneficial partnerships and 

expand its influence in other regions, including Asia, 

Europe, and the Middle East. China's investments in Asia 

are a crucial component of its global strategy. 

 

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC), a network of highways, railways, and pipelines 

that connect China's western region to Pakistan's Gwadar 

Port on the Arabian Sea, is an example of China's 

investment in the area Sea (BBC News, "China's Xi 

Jinping hails 'game changer' $46bn Pakistan deal" April 

20, 2015). It is an example of China's investment in the 

area. China's investment in the CPEC is part of its long-

term plan to establish mutually beneficial partnerships in 

South Asia and the Middle East. China's investments in 

Europe are also an essential part of its global strategy. 

The Piraeus Port in Greece is a prominent example of 

China's European investments. China's state-owned 

shipping company, COSCO, acquired a majority stake in 

the port in 2016 and has since transformed it into one of 

the busiest ports in Europe (Reuters, "China's COSCO to 

buy controlling stake in Piraeus port", April 8, 2016). The 

Piraeus Port is part of the BRI, and it is a crucial 

component of China's plan to establish mutually 

beneficial partnerships in Europe. 

 

China's investments in the Middle East are also 

vital to its global strategy. China has invested in 

infrastructure projects such as the Gwadar Port in 

Pakistan and the Hambantota Port in Sri Lanka, part of 

the BRI. China also invests in oil and gas projects in the 

Middle East to secure its energy needs. For example, 

China has invested in the Abu Dhabi National Oil 

Company's (ADNOC) oil fields in the United Arab 

Emirates, part of China's long-term plan to establish 

mutually beneficial partnerships (Reuters, "China's 

CNPC wins 10% stake in Abu Dhabi's ADCO oil 

concession", January 10, 2017). China's next steps and 

investments beyond Africa aim to foster mutually 

beneficial partnerships with other regions through the 

BRI. China's investments in Asia, Europe, and the 

Middle East are part of its long-term plan to establish 

itself as a responsible and reliable global partner. 

 

China's investments in infrastructure projects 

such as ports, highways, railways, and pipelines aim to 

create a network that connects China with other parts of 

the world, facilitating trade and commerce and 

promoting sustainable development. Concisely, China's 

next steps and investments beyond Africa aim to foster 

mutually beneficial partnerships with other parts of the 

globe through the BRI. China's investments in Asia, 

Europe, and the Middle East are part of its long-term plan 

to establish itself as a responsible and reliable global 

partner. China's investments in infrastructure projects 

aim to create a network that connects China with other 

parts of the world, facilitates trade and commerce, and 

promotes sustainable development. 

 

Moreover, United States must curtail and 

counter China's ambitions in Asia and other places 

around the world. To pragmatically minimize, counter, 

and address China's ambitions in Asia and other regions, 

the United States must adopt a multidimensional strategy 

grounded in diplomacy, economic engagement, and 

strategic military initiatives. 

 

A critical element of this approach is to 

strengthen existing alliances and partnerships with 

regional allies. By working closely with like-minded 

nations to promote peace and security, the United States 

can ensure a coordinated response to China's actions. For 

instance, the United States has been collaborating with 

Japan and other allies to encourage stability and 

prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region, as exemplified by 

the Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy. 

 

Another crucial aspect of the U.S. strategy is to 

engage in economic initiatives that promote transparency 

and fairness. By fostering economic growth and 

development, the United States can mitigate China's 

influence and provide a more attractive alternative. 

Promoting trade agreements that prioritize accountability 

and transparency, such as the Comprehensive and 

Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 

(CPTPP), can also be a helpful tool. 

 

Ultimately, maintaining a robust military 

presence in the region can help deter China's aggressive 

behavior. Through ongoing joint exercises and strategic 

deployments of military assets, the United States can 

signal its commitment to regional security and its 

readiness to respond to any threats. For example, the 

United States has partnered with South Korea to deploy 

the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) 

missile defense system to counter North Korean missile 

threats. 

 

Briefly, the United States should take a 

comprehensive and diplomatic approach to address 

China's ambitions in Asia and beyond. By strengthening 

alliances, promoting economic growth, and maintaining 

a strong defense posture, the United States can ensure 

regional stability and uphold the principles of a free and 

open international system. 

 

Lessons Learned from China's Use of Soft Power in 

Africa  

 The United States' neglect of soft power 

initiatives in Africa has had significant consequences, 

creating a vacuum that China has filled. To effectively 

compete with China's growing influence in the region, 
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the U.S. must prioritize soft power initiatives. This 

requires a renewed focus on public diplomacy, cultural 

exchanges, and development programs to build strong 

relationships with African nations. The U.S. must 

recognize the potential economic benefits of investing in 

infrastructure projects and promoting its culture and 

values to gain the trust and support of African 

governments and citizens. 

 

Some have viewed China's use of soft power in 

Africa as a way to gain influence and control in the 

region. The United States can learn several lessons from 

China's use of soft power in Africa to compete with and 

challenge the U.S. 

 

One of the critical hard lessons the U.S. has 

learned is the importance of soft power in achieving its 

foreign policy objectives. As noted by a report by the 

United States Institute of Peace, "U.S. policymakers and 

analysts need to recognize that soft power is a critical 

component of U.S. national security strategy, not a 

peripheral or optional element" (United States Institute 

of Peace, 2020). The U.S. has recognized the need for a 

more comprehensive approach to engagement with 

African nations to counter China's growing regional 

influence. 

 

Firstly, the U.S. can learn from China's 

emphasis on building relationships and cultural 

exchanges with African countries. According to a report 

by the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review 

Commission, China uses its soft power tools to promote 

its culture and values, advance its interests, and shape the 

perceptions and attitudes of foreign audiences, including 

in Africa (U.S.-China Economic and Security Review 

Commission, 2019). By building strong relationships 

with African countries, China has gained support for its 

policies and investments. 

 

Secondly, the U.S. can learn from China's focus 

on infrastructure development in Africa. According to a 

report by the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies, China has invested heavily in infrastructure 

projects in Africa, such as ports and railways, which has 

helped to improve connectivity and trade between 

African countries (Devermont & Mukulu, 2020). The 

U.S. can also invest in infrastructure development in 

Africa to help promote economic growth and stability in 

the region. 

 

Another hard lesson that the U.S. has learned is 

the need for a long-term strategic approach to engaging 

with African nations. In the past, the U.S. has focused on 

short-term goals, such as counterterrorism and stability 

operations, at the expense of long-term engagement and 

investment in African nations. This has led to a lack of 

sustained engagement and a failure to build strong 

relationships with African nations. 

 

Finally, the U.S. can learn from China's use of 

public diplomacy to promote its values and culture in 

Africa. According to a report by the U.S. Department of 

State, public diplomacy can be an effective tool for 

promoting U.S. values and interests in foreign countries 

(U.S. Department of State, 2018). The U.S. can increase 

its efforts to promote American culture and values in 

Africa through cultural exchanges, educational 

programs, and media campaigns. To conclude, the U.S. 

can learn several lessons from China's use of soft power 

in Africa to compete with and challenge the U.S. By 

building relationships, investing in infrastructure, and 

using public diplomacy. The U.S. can improve its 

standing in Africa and promote its regional interests. 

 

In essence, the U.S. has learned several hard 

lessons from abandoning its use of soft power in Africa 

and creating an opportunity for China's use of soft power 

in the region. These lessons include the importance of 

soft power in achieving its foreign policy objectives, the 

need for a long-term strategic approach to engaging with 

African nations, and the value of investing in public 

diplomacy and cultural exchanges to build strong 

relationships with African nations. The U.S. has 

recognized the need to take a more comprehensive 

approach to engagement with African nations to counter 

China's growing influence in the region and is investing 

in initiatives to build strong relationships and promote its 

interests in the region. 

 

The Contributions and Limitations of The Study 

The study "Navigating China's Soft Power in 

Africa: A Complex Geopolitical Challenge for U.S. 

National Security" offers a comprehensive analysis of 

China's soft power initiatives in Africa and the 

implications for U.S. national security. The study 

highlights the contributions of China's soft power 

initiatives in Africa, including the building of strong 

relationships with African governments and citizens, 

securing contracts for infrastructure projects and natural 

resources, and promotion of Chinese culture and values. 

 

The study also identifies the limitations of the 

U.S.'s approach to soft power initiatives in Africa and the 

shift towards prioritizing military aid and training. The 

study argues that this approach has limited the U.S.'s 

ability to compete with China regarding influence and 

build strong relationships with African nations. 

 

The study's contribution lies in its new 

perspective on the importance of soft power initiatives in 

national security, particularly in Africa. It highlights the 

need for the U.S. to adopt a comprehensive and strategic 

approach to soft power initiatives in Africa that focuses 

on building strong people-to-people ties, supporting civil 

society organizations and human rights groups, and 

providing economic and technical assistance to African 

countries. 
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Nevertheless, the study has limitations, 

including a need for more attention to the role of African 

governments and citizens in shaping the impact of 

China's soft power initiatives in the region. The study 

also does not explore the potential negative 

consequences of China's influence in Africa, such as the 

exploitation of natural resources and the impact on local 

industries. 

 

Moreover, the study underscores the importance 

of a comprehensive and well-planned approach to soft 

power initiatives in the African continent. Nevertheless, 

the study also acknowledges the need for more extensive 

research to gain a more profound understanding of the 

role that African governments and their citizens play in 

shaping the impact of China's soft power initiatives on 

the continent. 

 

Expanding on these findings, it becomes 

apparent that although China's soft power initiatives in 

Africa have been successful in some areas, they have also 

been subject to criticism and adverse reactions. For 

instance, China's investments in African infrastructure 

have been applauded for their potential to stimulate 

economic growth and development. Still, they have also 

faced criticism for their lack of transparency and the 

limited employment opportunities that they have created 

for local communities. 

 

Thus, it is crucial to adopt a more nuanced and 

diverse approach to research on China's soft power 

initiatives in Africa. This may encompass a more 

thorough analysis of the role of African governments and 

civil society organizations in shaping the impact of 

China's soft power initiatives, as well as a closer 

examination of the potential benefits and drawbacks of 

these initiatives for African communities. 

 

Furthermore, future research could explore how 

other global powers, such as the United States and the 

European Union, respond to China's increasing influence 

in Africa and the potential for coordinated efforts to 

address common challenges. Future research should 

focus on the role of African governments and citizens in 

shaping the impact of China's soft power initiatives in the 

region. It should also explore the potential negative 

consequences of China's influence in Africa and the 

implications for U.S. national security. In essence, the 

study provides a compelling analysis of the complex 

geopolitical challenges facing U.S. national security in 

the African region. 

 

The Way Forward 

As China continues to strengthen its influence 

in Africa through soft power, the United States must take 

note and develop a strategic plan to maintain its global 

leadership. China's approach to soft power is 

multifaceted, but it centers around providing aid and 

investment to African countries while avoiding political 

interference. This approach has allowed China to gain 

favor with many African nations and establish a strong 

foothold. 

 

It is essential to acknowledge the growing 

influence of China in Africa. To address this, the U.S. 

must take a strategic and diplomatic approach that 

prioritizes leading by example. By demonstrating our 

commitment to shared values and principles, the U.S. can 

maintain its world leadership while promoting 

sustainable development and good governance in Africa. 

Investing in African economies and infrastructure is 

crucial. This will create jobs, promote economic growth, 

reduce poverty and inequality, and foster strong and 

lasting relationships. This approach will also help 

counter China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which 

aims to build infrastructure projects across the continent 

and has allowed China to establish economic ties and 

gain political influence. While these projects provide 

valuable infrastructure, they also deepen African nations' 

economic dependence on China. 

 

The United States must respond to China's soft 

power approach by developing its strategy for engaging 

with African nations. This strategy should focus on 

building partnerships and investing in sustainable 

development projects that benefit both the United States 

and African nations. For example, the United States 

could prioritize investment in renewable energy projects, 

which would help to address Africa's energy needs while 

also advancing U.S. interests in combating climate 

change. 

 

In addition to investing in sustainable 

development, the United States should also work to build 

stronger diplomatic ties with African nations. This could 

involve increasing the number of U.S. embassies in 

Africa, as well as supporting African-led initiatives to 

address regional challenges such as conflict and poverty. 

By taking a proactive approach to engaging with African 

nations, the United States can maintain its global 

leadership while also promoting sustainable 

development and diplomacy. The United States must 

now counter China's soft power approach in Africa and 

demonstrate its commitment to promoting a better future 

for all. 

 

To counter China's growing influence in Africa, 

the U.S. must take a strategic and diplomatic approach 

that prioritizes leading by example. By demonstrating 

our commitment to shared values and principles, the U.S. 

can maintain its world leadership while promoting 

sustainable development and good governance in Africa. 

The U.S. must focus on investing in African economies 

and infrastructure, which will create jobs, promote 

economic growth, reduce poverty and inequality, and 

foster strong and lasting relationships. This approach will 

help counter China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 

which aims to build infrastructure projects across the 

continent and has allowed China to establish economic 

ties and gain political influence. 
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Another way the U.S. can lead by example is by 

promoting education and cultural exchange programs, 

which will foster greater understanding between our 

nations and build bridges of mutual respect and 

cooperation. These approaches will also help counter 

China's investment in African media, which has allowed 

it to shape the narrative and influence public opinion in 

its favor. In addition, the U.S. can demonstrate its 

commitment to shared values and principles by 

promoting good governance and human rights in Africa. 

 

These new strategies must be carefully designed 

to foster sustainable development and mutual prosperity 

while respecting African sovereignty and autonomy. The 

U.S. must also acknowledge that it cannot simply 

compete with China on economic terms. Instead, it must 

prioritize promoting mutual interests and work with 

African nations to address corruption and human rights 

abuses. By supporting democratic institutions and 

working with African nations to address corruption and 

human rights abuses, the U.S. can lead by example and 

promote a better future for all.  

 

CONCLUSION 
In a nutshell, to counter China's growing 

influence in Africa, the U.S. must lead by example and 

take a strategic and diplomatic approach that prioritizes 

shared interests and values. The study "Navigating 

China's Soft Power in Africa: A Complex Geopolitical 

Challenge for U.S. National Security" offers an insightful 

analysis of China's soft power initiatives and their impact 

on U.S. national security. The study sheds light on 

China's successful approach to building relationships 

with African governments and citizens, securing 

contracts for infrastructure development and natural 

resources, and promoting Chinese culture and values. At 

the same time, the study acknowledges the limitations of 

the U.S.'s approach to soft power initiatives in Africa, 

which has focused more on military aid and training and 

has hindered the U.S.'s ability to compete with China's 

influence in the region. 

 

The study recommends a comprehensive and 

strategic approach to soft power initiatives in Africa, 

including building strong people-to-people ties, 

supporting civil society organizations and human rights 

groups, and providing economic and technical assistance 

to African countries. However, the study also 

acknowledges the need for more research on the role of 

African governments and citizens in shaping the impact 

of China's soft power initiatives in the region. 

 

China's soft power initiatives in Africa are a 

subject of considerable debate and discussion. While 

these initiatives have contributed significantly to Africa's 

development and economic growth, they have also faced 

criticism and adverse reactions, particularly regarding 

transparency and local employment opportunities. 

 

A comprehensive analysis of China's soft power 

initiatives in Africa should provide clarity on the issue, 

as well as recommendations for robust policy 

interventions. First, well-articulated research on China's 

soft power initiatives in Africa should involve a detailed 

examination of the role of African governments and 

citizens in shaping the impact of these initiatives. African 

governments have a vital role to play in ensuring that 

Chinese investments and initiatives are aligned with the 

continent's development goals. 

 

Equally, local communities can significantly 

benefit from these initiatives if they are involved in the 

decision-making process and receive adequate support. 

Moreover, a comprehensive essay analysis should also 

focus on the potential challenges and drawbacks of 

China's soft power initiatives in Africa. For example, the 

lack of transparency and accountability in Chinese 

investments can lead to resentment and mistrust among 

local communities. 

 

Similarly, the limited job opportunities for 

locals can fuel social and political tensions. To address 

these challenges, policy interventions are needed that 

prioritize transparency, accountability, and local 

participation. For example, African governments should 

work with Chinese investors to ensure their projects 

create more jobs for local communities. 

 

Likewise, China should improve transparency 

in its investments in Africa and involve local 

communities in decision-making processes. 

Furthermore, the analysis should also examine the role of 

other global powers, such as the United States and the 

European Union, in responding to China's growing 

influence in Africa. Coordinated efforts between these 

global powers and African governments can help address 

common challenges and promote sustainable 

development in the continent. 

 

To sum up, the study provides valuable insights 

into the complex geopolitical challenges facing U.S. 

national security in Africa and the importance of soft 

power initiatives in addressing them. With this in mind, 

the U.S. must adopt a balanced and collaborative 

approach to engage with African nations and address the 

challenges posed by China's growing presence in the 

region. 
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